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Mobile Phone Policy
1. Aims and Rationale
At Newchurch St Nicholas CE Primary School, we are committed to creating a calm, safe and focused learning environment where all pupils can thrive. This policy promotes positive behaviour, safeguards pupils and staff, minimises disruption and supports wellbeing.
2. Policy Statement
The school operates as a mobile phone-free environment during the entire school day. Pupils must not access mobile phones at any time, including lessons, transitions, breaktimes and lunchtimes. This includes smart devices such as watches with communication functions.
3. Pupil Expectations
Pupils should not bring mobile phones into school unless essential. Any phone brought in must be switched off before arriving and handed into the school office, before entering the classroom. Phones must not be kept in bags or pockets or used on site.
4. Rationale for Prohibition
Restricting mobile phones supports learning by reducing distraction, improving behaviour and reducing safeguarding risks such as cyberbullying and access to inappropriate content.
5. Exceptions and Reasonable Adjustments
Reasonable adjustments will be made where required, for example for medical needs. Any exception must be agreed by the Headteacher or DSL and recorded.
6. Storage and Security
Where phones are permitted, they will be stored securely in the school office. The school cannot accept full responsibility for loss or damage.
7. Breaches of the Policy
If a pupil uses or has a phone, it will be confiscated and stored securely. Parents may need to collect it. Sanctions will follow the Behaviour Policy and repeated breaches may result in further action.
8. Staff Responsibilities
Staff will enforce this policy consistently and model appropriate behaviour by not using mobile phones for personal use in front of pupils.
9. Parents and Carers
Parents are expected to support the policy and reinforce expectations about safe and appropriate phone use.
10. Safeguarding and Linked Policies
This policy links to Behaviour, Safeguarding, Online Safety and Acceptable Use policies.
11. Monitoring and Review
The policy will be reviewed annually and evaluated through behaviour monitoring, safeguarding logs and feedback.
Additional Safeguarding Rule
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mobile phones must not be used to take photographs, videos or recordings on school premises under any circumstances. If phones are used for this purpose, external agencies will be contacted (MASH, police as relevant.)
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